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Locirer's Lerrza, 


INTRODUCTION. 


YROM a child T have been fond of the monu- 


fee the magnificent ruins of old buildings, 
I muſe over them with a ſolemnity and reverence not 
to be expreſſed; with great ſorrow: too, becauſe many 
councils and events,. of which theſe buildings were 
once the ſcenes, are now loſt in devouring. Oblivion. 
Iwill not however detain myſelf, or any to whom 
this may come, with moralizing upon the venerable 
ruins of antiquity, tho” few ſubjects are fitter for i it 


deſired to viſit Greece, Egypt, Italy, and Syria, where 


deur and of human littleneſs are to be ſeen; but 


hitherto my favourite paſſion hath not been indulge 
in its full extent. 


i may ſay ſo, in reading what I cannot ſee, and in 
allowing Imagination its unbounded excurſions; and 
here I have the pleaſure of declaring, that the curious 
and learned are very favourable to me, as they fur- 


entertainment. One of them lately ſent me an old 
Latin manuſcript, concerning che ſtate of religion, 
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ments of antiquity; and to this day when 1 


it is only. neceflary to ſay, I have always impatiently 


the moſt extraordinary monuments of human gran» 


My travels are now more of the {derary kind, if | 


niſh me with whatever comes in their way for mp | 


and of the theatre, in Terſa, the capital of Bcllicoſa, 


WY: 


which. I ſhall tranſlate, as far as my little knowledge- | 
of Latin and Engliſh will go, and where its not le- 
gible I muſt ſtop; becauſe I think a tranſlator, where 
his author fails him, ought to ſtop, and. not to ſupply 
what is awanting from his own imagination. And 
yet I fear: there will! be & ſa@ reckoning between au- 
thors and their tranflators and commentators, who, 
from the reſource of imagination, not to ſay of ſome 
Rill worſe faculty, have made them ſay what they 
never ſaid, All the ſacred writers, from Moſes ho. 
John the apoſtle, loudly complain of the officious- 
3 who have miſrepreſented them; Homer, 
hucydides, Herodotus, down to Tacitus, grone un- 
der the like injuries. I ſpeak nothing of a multitude 
of authors, whether ancient or modern, who may 
have been made ſometimes to ſpeak a ſtrange lan- 
guage ; for they have no injury, to complain. of, un. 
leſs It be that ever they were publiſhed at all. ' 
My great difficulty is to find in the globe Terſa and 
Bellicofa ; but I muſt not indulge to fancy upon ac- 
count Ty the poverty of my geographical knowledge. 
As I am ignorant of this very material point, I fairly 
confeſs. it, leaving it to the difquiſition of tlie more 
learned, My humble conjecture is, that Bellicoſa is 
ſome country near the Alps. One thing is very evi- 
dent, that the inhabitants of Terſa and Bellicoſa-were 
moſt vicious and corrupt, and never to be compared 
with my countrymen, who excel in religion and mo- 
rals, as well as in arts, war, and elegance of manners. 
They had a theatre, but a very proffigate one, from 
which ours will differ extremely. It will be an en- 
tertainment perfectly rational, virtuous, and moral; 
and may I not be allowed: to T an old manu- 
: ſcript 
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{ript, and to publiſh it too, which, . ning an 


nocbunt of au ancient people, will only ſerve, upon 
compariſon, to ſhew us, how much preferable we are 


in every view ? And here I could, ith. che gresteſt 
joy, expatiate, in commendation of my fellow-citizens 
and countrymen of all ranks, but that I conſider this- 
would be a ſpecies of fclf-flattery, and I muſt haſten: 
to my ſubject, leſt I ſhould. verify what the poet ſays 


of ſuch authors as I fear I may prove to. be, if a bare 


wanſlator may aſſume that honourable name, 
Parturient montes, naſcetur ridiculus mus. 


Here, in the very entrance upon my buſineſs, I 
muſt gratify my longing reader, by telling him, it is 
the Devil's letter to Terſa, &c. I am going to tranſ- 
late for him. I need not tell him where my learned 
friend got the manuſcript. He knows our young 


gentlemen almoſt all now travel a little, for what they 


call education and improvement; and indeed it would 


be very hard if never one of them brought home 
any thing with him more than he carried out. Nor 


need I make any apology for ſpeaking of the Devil 
in Scotland, - whoſe exiſtence even our very philoſo- 


phers believe; and no body ſurely will doubt the 


exiſtence of one who is ſpoken of almoſt in every 
converſation, and often in every ſentence, At any 
rate I muſt tranſlate what I have, and nothing elſe 
muſt I fay, By the. bye, my manuſcript calls him 
Lucifer, and the title ſtands. thus: 


* 
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Laciferi Regio Reg m, has Principis, tt 
Mundi, Epiftela Civibus nennullis 


| E will not trandlate the addreſs: of Lucifer to ſome 


Bellicoſa, which abundantly ſhews his pride; I ſhall 
only notice, that what he calls the year of his reigy 
is more truly the. year of his damnation, or of his 


expulſion from heaven, This wretched ſpirit engages- | 


men to-imitate Rim by glorying in their thame; and 
calling what is their mifery their happineſs; Further, 
we ſce- the Devil's pride in the date of his epiſtle, 


wherein he greatly outdoes all the groat families of 


the world, and even the old Egyptians, in their pre- 


tenſions to antiquity. Vet it will be allowed he is 


very ancient, but only in wickedneſs, therefore, in- 
ſtead of being honoured, is the more tobe abhorred 
upon account ob his: antiquity. The ſame may be 


faid of a race of tyrants in the longeſt deſcent, whom 


the ſtupid and ffattering world may revere and call 

Royal, while all men of ſenſe and ſpirit will allow 

them antiquity, but an antiquity horrible as che De- 

ws i . 259) . C03 
= will comment. no mare, but endes: only. 


1 YE citizens of Terſa, and inhabitants of Bellicoſi, 
have long had the Chriſtian religion among 
you, and to my great joy many of you arc now tired 
of it, and none more than ſome of thofe who expreſs: 
the greateſt zeal and fondneſs for the Chriſtian name.. 
As Avguſtus politically talked to the Romans of the 
republic 


Terſæ, e eee 
Pandemonii, Anna Regni 60,005, Diegue hujus Anni 360. 


| of the inhabitants of 'Ferfa, and to all his friends of 
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RW it had loſt its exifdcnes, nkieſs boaſt 


vf that name when they have utterly denied, it; Tbeſe 
perſons have converted Chriſtianity into the old re- 
ligion'of the Phariſees, knew thoſe well, and theſe 


could hardly reſemble them more, though all their 


fouls had tranſmigrated into chem. 
Many of your politer people, again, uſe Chri- 
ſtianity, becauſe they cannot yet get fairly rid. of it; 


and would be very forry-if any were cruel enough to 
think them in earneſt in uſing it. Phey go to church 


well dreſſed, ſhewing themſelves to the beſt ad van - 
tage, and obſerving others with emulation. and envy, 
or ſome other defire, no leſs agreeable to me. If it 
is cold weather, they betake themſelves to cards, dice, 
or ſome other diverſion; to kill the very tedious Sun» 
day, to them the moſt gloomy and diſmal day of che- 
week, unleſs it be enlivened with thofe amuſements, 
gay company, a good table, and a-cheering glaſs. If 
a fine day and barbarous cuſtom force them out to 
church, it is pleaſant to ſee how ſprightly they look, 
and what ogling there is over all the church, ſo that 
might be in the pulpit for any thing they. know. 
If the muſic is good, it wilt entertain chem a little, 
and they hope it will foon riſe to the perfection of 
any other muſical entertainment, to make. it worth 
their while to. go to church. I would not chuſe that 


they hould not go to church, or that they ſhould 
find Chriſtianity in- it. In all the cities and nations 


where my power has: been greateſt, there ever hath 


been an outward: religion; which, inſtead of hinder- 


ing. hath been ſubſervient to. it. Now that Chriſtia- 
nity is well nigh gone from you, I would ſtill have 


you to frequent the church, and ſomething. ought fo 
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be Pound out to bring people nogerher TP” 
fuited to the taſte of all ſorts of perſons. . The tetthy 
ples formerly were the moſt curious and magnificent 
buildings, the very ruins of ſome of them are ſtill the 
vonder of the world; when they ſtood in' all their 
glory, they excited the veneration of all ranks; my 
ſervice was well attended, and all mankind brought 
their riches-to-it,, Your neighbouring churches for 
magnificnce and multitudes of worthippers: vie with 
my old temples; and conſole me nnd for their 
deſtruction. | | 6 ug 
Before I open to you the'new worſkip which I am 
about to introduce, it is neceſſary to thew you my 
proſpect of fucceſs. One of rhe foreign literati, 1 
acknowledge a very rambling and. ſuperticial,,though 
witty writer, has baniſhed all hope and fear of # 
future ſtate, and made ridicule the teft of truth- 
This teſt he has applied fo ſeund!y to Motes, Jochua, 
David, Jonah, ce. that venerable as theſe men were 
Before the appearance of this author, every man is 
almoſt now aſhamed of ſpeaking of chem in the an- 
cient manner, Other worthies of that fraternity have 
gone further, in diſcovering that there is, and there 
can be, no ſin in the world; a diſcovery for which 
mankind have an eternal obligation to them. To it 
Fowe a vaſt increaſe of my ſubjects-in the etegant and 
polite world, Nothing imported into your country 
ever rendered it fo. conſpicuous as- this diſcovery, 
Courtiers, and. even maids of ' honour, not to {ay alt 
politicians, and members of the auguſt ſenate, how- 
ever averſe from philoſophical enquiries, ſhall eager- 
ly graſp this diſcovery, and bold its authors in ever- 
laſting admiration, It is a decifive blow to Chriſtia- 
nity, 
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tity, whick' is an eneroachiment upon the liberty of 


human nature, to which I am moſt extenſively iadul- 
gent. This diſcovery does more againſt Chriſtianity 
than the thouſand volumes which have been written 
for me; yea, I myſelf could never have ineented any 
thing PO to my purpoſe. You:ſee grow warm, 
and indeed I may be forgiven, for I never felt ſo 
much joy ſince mx interview with the firſt: human 
creatures in Paradiſe, 

All nations, and none more than many of you, 
who have known: his. diſcovery, have availed. them- 


{lves/of it Every thing. hath» happened: in. courſe 


after it. What you; once called faith is now the pa- 


radiſe of fools, or the ſcare · erow of the ignorant and 


vulgar, both the great and the little vulgar:; humili. 

ty is meanneſs of ſpirit; ſelf-denial, a bharburous res 
ſtraint upon human nature; and the love of enemies, 
7 feandalous and ungentiemany folly,. a decent cover 


of cowardico, or mere nn or cnthuſiaſtia 


rant. 


Vou now ſee low far you have already got rid. of 


Chriſtianity, and how reſigned all your very. faſhion» 
able people are to the dictates of the foreign philoſo: 


phers. Still I advife you to go to church, when it. 


ſhall be worth your. white, and I am going to — 
you how it may be ſo. 

The Sunday muſt- devote: a mere > hotices; a day of 
pleaſure; yea, the moſt pleaſant-of all the week, The 
preacher ſhallname God or. Chriſt as little as noſſible, 
and never with: the old. fanatic reverentiat found; 
out with the ſmartneſs of a-beau, when he ſwears half 
drunk by either. He ſhall keep clcar of all antiquax 
tech- peculiaritics, and you any. author, yea, cven my, 


good. 
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Bod friend Triſtram Shandy, rather than che pr, 
phets and apoſtles. He ſhall inveigh againſt no vice, 


for there is none; or if he believes there is, it muſt 


be a vice he believes none hearing him does commits 
and he muſt charitably tell them ſo. If be takes any 


paſſage of the goſpel to preach upon, he muſt ſpend 


all his time in accounting for the geography and hi- 
ſtory of places, and in other ſuch fine ſhowy learny 
mg, whereby he may diſplay himſelf, and offend. none · 
He muſt only teach benevolence and good humour, 


the free uſe of Nature's bounty, and the boundleſs ö 


bcniguiiy of the Author of nature to. all his creatures, 
and their certainty of happineſs under his governs 
ment. And here he may ſhrewdly hint, as I have 
ſometimes. heard it done, that the ſcruples and: fears 
of conſcience are bodily diſeaſe, arid enthuſiaſm, or 
ſuperſtition, He muſt never ſpeak of hell, in imitay 
tion of the foreign court preacher, who told his aug 
dience, it was not to- be named in their preſence, 


He muſt never ſpeak of my exiſtence, unleſs it be 
to ſhew the impoſſibility of it. He muſt dreſs well, 


ſpeak neatly, and always ſhort, but never in. enen 
fo as to diſturb his hearers. 

He muſt. pray too, but in a manner as moins 
complimentary to the. Drity as poſſible; even a little 
witty or ph loſophical, ſomewhat reſembling an aca- 
demical oration to a prince, upon his royal viſit co a 
ſeat of learning. The adureſs of a- lover, in a play, 
to his miſtreſs, would, perhaps, ſtill make a better 
prayer, mutatis mutandit, with this ſingle exception, 
that ſuch addreſs might be. rather over carneſt and 
paſſionate. 


You 
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me; it is impoſſible ts-extinguiſh conſcience alto- 
berker, wherefore I am content to make my own-uſe 
of it, without attempting its extinction. With all 
my addreſs, I never yet could govern any country 
without religion, and I have been, on this account, 
always willing to let mankind have ſome religion that 
will pleaſe them, and yet ſerve myſelf; fo that if 1 
were to complain of theſe philoſophers, it would 


be, that they have rather committed a ſort of ſuper- 


erogation in my ſervice, by annihilating all ſorts 
religion, which you ſee I need in ſome ſhape. x 
To church then you muſt go; but let your church 
be a ſort of theatric entertainment to you at all times; 
a genteel and eaſy retreat from the labours of the 
week, and as friendly as poſlible'to the paſſions and 
foibles of the human heart. Let diverſions abound 
in the afternoon. I highly prize the benevolent-en- 
deavours of two illuſtrious princes of a far diſtant 
land, who both publiſhed of old, an idulgence to 
their ſubjects, to take all diverſions on Sundays after 
the public ſervice. One of theſe illuſtrious princes 
is ſtill revered as a martyr by his n and, 1 
think, very deſervedly. f 
Other methods chan thoſe T have mentioned, muſe 
be taken to fill the inferior ' churches, equally con- 
ſiſtent with my views, and the propenſities of the 
heart, There needs be no charm of muſic, or of 
eloquence, nor any ſort of embelliſment to attract 
your Phariſces* gloom, mere gloom will crowd their 
churches. All the melancholy, you know, like to 
be made more melancholy and peeviſh, by bitter re- 
flections 


en Med ä 
meetings, becauſe I fee the importance of them to 
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be taught, that they are dear to God, as his ſole.” 
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Actions againſt all hes 0 liberal bi 


to their own weakneſſes: and viceg. They may f 


witneſſes, ſo very dear te him, that cheir . groſſeſt 
erimes cannot break their communion with him -png, 
moment. Withall, I ſhall never grudge them the 
moſt frequent uſe of public religion, which is as little. 
hurtful to me, as it is eder and n, n 
you. 


As to che · reſt of” your 'city 64 nation 1 will. ſay, 


nothing : and having now inſtructed my gloomy, 


friends, I, with great pleaſure, turn to my polite and, 
theatrical ones. My much honoured triengs, behold 
for your encouragement the old worſhip faſt declin- 
ing, and making way for che new which 1,prapoſe; 


but before I propoſe any thing further, I muſt make 


an honourable mention of an obſervation, ' in a cele- 
brated ſpeech in your ſupreme convocation; by One 
who was, and is not, and yet is,“ That family wor- 
* ſhip, however ſuitable to former times, Was but il 
adapted to the manners of this age; whereferę he 
thought it ought not to be required of the lay- 
© members of that convocation ;”. and, I think, nor 
of the ecclefiaſtical ones neither, for che ſame. reaſon. 
For'this obſervation I could almoſt worſhip the,ora: 
tor, if I had ever paid this compliment to any before 


him; but every one knows, I will not even worſhip 


G -p himſelf, Some norrow ſouls ſnarled;a- little 
at my friend's. obſervation; which would have; coſt 
him an immediate expulſion from the -houſe about 2 
century ago, and perhaps ſomething worſe too: For 
my part, though T have always attended the ſons, of 
God in their meetings, I never had more ſatisfaction! 

7 than 


F k J | 
wan a/ that meeting, to which. the audacious oratos 
. offence : I only blame him, chat he did nat” 
; eompletthis obſervation, by moving for the aboliſhing 
2 
5 of the old public worſhip altogether, as well as b 
Y of farnilies; which is in part done in the citadel of 
. 
F 
\ 


Terſa, where there is an excellent garriſon, but ng 
c 


on the gate, | 

1 Vi fola, non Deo Een bru-. 7 
. However, no reſpectable gentleman can be offended 
f at the worlhip I propoſe, though he may have the 
4 greateſt diſlike of the old worſhip. What I propoſe 
< is ſo polite, and ſo nearly allied to the thearre, chat I 
3 am naturally led to beſtow ſome n upon it for 
a its further improvement. 1 
= [ propoſe, that there be annexed a Sow temples of 
* Venus 19, the theatre, beautifully conſtructed, plea- 
5 lantly frunted, and clegantly. furniſhed ; that theſo 


temples of Venus, be under the guardianſhip of 
that they be conſtantly attended with the faireſt and 
handſomeſt prieſteſſes of the world, and ſome reſpec- 
table matron preſide as arch-prieſteſs over the reſt ; 
that a phyſician, and ſurgeon, and an apothecary, 
be appointed to miniſter in their reſpective 0 
in thoſe temples, No plague muſt iſſue From them, 
whatever may enter into them, . 

There muſt be a large 1 in d the po- 
lite churches, and in the. theatre, which is the ſame 
thing in effect, for theſe prieſteſſes of Venus, with 
this inſcription in, golden letters, cs et Aecpramne 
pro patria vivere. 

None muſt be admitted a prieſteſs whhour extr 
B 2 
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knliiation of —, 3 aud un 
. As 16 any competition" among the inrranty 
Into che temple for the ſatme prieſteſs, let the Lady 
Directrix, I mean the arch-prieſteſs, or the young 
beauty herſelf, vhiebr is fairer, determine it. Let there 
de the utmoſt decency and cleanlineſs in thoſe natural 
pleaſures, and no late hours allowed, nor drunken 
ſots admitted. If any chuſe to honour thoſe 
temples with his preſence, let him have the preference 
above all others, among the prieſteſſes, due to the 
or r, upon account of the great emolument re- 
teived, and the greater to be received by the theatre 
from it, Let nothing done within theſe walls, de- 
voted to the improvement of the theatre, and 'of 
naturat pleafure, ever tranſ{pire, 

It is impoſſible to ſay, of what vaſt public wilt 
thoſe temples of Venus, adjoining to the theatre, 
would be. Thus defire, excited by all the art and 
labour of the poet, and the actreſſes and the con- 


ſtellation of beauties, in their dreſs, that is moſt 


alturing, would be prevented from ſubſi ding: warm, 
quite warm from the theatre, gentlemen might ruſh 


into thofe temples, and gratify it to the full. What 


an offspring might there hence arife ro repair and 
adorn the human race, like the Emims of old, whom 
inferior mortals would almoſt deify, and no way 
reſembling what ariſes from a bare conjunction of 
Interefts inſtead of loves, a puny half. formed race, 
a pigmæan generation, little better than 4 mere e 
natur. 3; 

I can only fee'one inconvenience arifing from theſe 
templ:s of Venus being fo near the theatreWthia 
** ladies, — warm with the gentlemen, will 


try 
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oy o, bees -In with them, But they muſt go bone 
< heir kutbands, or want till they get them, or be- 
come candidates for 4 regular ddmiffion into the 
temples; if they do othetwiſe, I fear the world win 
be reverſed, and. innumerable rapes will be com- 
mitted; or artempted, upon ſatiated veluctant youths, | 
If you allow a theatre at all, there can be no ob- 
jection *ghialt thoſe temples; there not being two 
things in nature more allied than theſe are. Banith' 
morons" ſcencs from the theatre, and make it an 
entertainment per fectiy moral, and it would not be 
at all frequented, by, ſuch yas now. reſort to 
it, It would be only a place for tradeſmen and 8 
wives, but by no means for beaux and fine lad 
ho e ws ll g/d , Ge e 
preached. My worthy ——, you have learaal from 
me, whatever you do, to do it decently and reputa- 
bly, and I am on eccafions an angel of light. Lou 
all know what you like to ſee and hear at 2 play, 
and what you feel there, though you do well to 
plead for the regularity of the entertainment: now, 
what I inſiſt upon is this, your deſires are raiſed to 
the utmoſt by a play, and if you do not find ſome 
method of gratifying them, yen make the theatre 
become a Platonic hell, and you muſt ſuffer more 
than poets of old ſuppoſed Tantalus to do. 
Is it not better to go to thoſe temples to gratify 
your defire, than-to fink into the horrid dens of filth 
and pollution, where diſeaſes lurk, and death in all 
its terrors lyes in ambuſh for you? Were the light 
of day to break into thoſe infernal dens, they would 
appear more frightful than ever they were inviting. 
Thoſs Cyclopmasy dens. ought not to be tolerated-in- 


ay 
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dens, and the eſtabliſhment of theſe temples, would 


Sordid. is-the following-compariſon, yet convincing: 


bones. The temples will want a few of theſe 
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any ll governed cquntry:,a6d,yet- nen 
country or city without; chem? No chey not deſteoꝶ 
more of the human race, than the bloody ſword, or 
the raging .occan ? Vice, Jo groſs, as that; Which i 
practiſed in thoſe. dens, hurts my kingdom very 
much, as it depopulates the world. Fruieful! wier, 
that ſwells, and yet cotrupts the numbers of map · 
kind, ſerves my inteyaſt hſt, The extinRian,of thoſe 


preſerve many great family, without foreigu or do · 
meſtic aid. On each. let this motto he put 1-41 
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ei is but this obje&ion..te thoſe. temples, That 
many phyſicians, ſurgeons, and apothecaries 0 
ſuffer by them, who can never ſubfiſt hut for their 
profits upon intemparance. But det che greater goed: 
of the whole overhalance this little partial rey 


You will cure your horſe, whatever becomes of the 
flies which lived upon his ſore. Some of them ſtill 
will be wanted for many other diſcaſes than the 


gentlemen, and the reſt muſt hetake Hensche th 
other buſineſſss. * 210.0 

Let the redundant ele aredoba ſtage, and 
diſtribute, their eloquence and their drugs, or become 
prieſts upon my new eſtabliſument. The ſuperflu- 
ous ſurgeons may take to the fwerd and anuſket, and 
diſtinguiſh themſelves in che nohle teils of Mars, in 
all the raviſhing ſcenes of heroie havogk, rather chan 
in clyſters, inciſions and amputations. The ſtarving 
apothecaries - may become city-executionersz) ot. af 


they 


* 


es T r7 #5 os 
F* "II chuſe an employment more lncrative and 
| genteel, I would adviſe them to gain a reſpectable 
livelihood, by ſhewing the world the myſtery of the 
medical art, in the compoſition of drugs the fimpleſt, 
and yet the moſt expenſive, by being dignified with 
Greek names, and many ſounding and magical 
words, 
But I think I need be at no loſs to provide for al 
theſe gentlemen another way. A future ſtate is faſt 
wearing out in Bellicoſa, and indeed over all my 
dominions ; yet it is natural for man to be ambitious 
of ſome fore of immortality, Let the body be there- 
fore preſerved among you, as in Egypt of old, to 
gratify this natural appetite for immortality, and let 
all thefe gentlemen become embalmers, where each 
will have ample employment: and further, in every 
great houſe, where there is a gaming-room, let all 
the ſacred mummies of the family be fer in their 
niches, in beautiful order, who will bear their part 
in the converſation, as well as any other of the com- 
pany. | 
I hope to have my ſtatue erected over the door of 
the theatre, for my laboured, and yet natural im- 
provement of it. Venus owes many obligations to 
me, and I expect all your fine ladies will revere me 
for my friendſhip to that ancient goddeſs. I need 
lay nothing in behalf of Bacchus, whoſe temples * 
every city, and are crowded every day and night. 
expect too the thanks of thofe youths who tire 5 
ſcholaſtic ſyſtems, and will find my improvements in 
»-ligion the prettieſt and pleaſanteſt imaginable. Even 
my gloomy friends will reſpect me. Farewell. | 
Jam yours, at preſem, to pleaſe yon, 

Lu c1FER.” 
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